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T-BALL (6 AND UNDER) PLAYING RULES
The T- Ball division introduces softball to very young girls who have likely never played before and whose skill and coordination are just developing. A ball is hit off the tee the first half of the season. The second half of the season the coach may pitch to the girls who have the ability and coordination to hit the ball. Players are taught the fundamentals of how to throw the ball, field a grounder, swing the bat, and which way to run the bases. No scores are kept and everyone bats every inning and plays the field. Time permitting should be 2 or 3 innings.
 
6U - USA RULES APPLY WITH THE EXCEPTIONS NOTED BELOW:
· League standings are NOT kept
· No minimum number of innings, see game length below
· Runs scored are NOT kept/counted
· Game Length – No new inning after 1 hour
· All players present play on defense.
· Bat all players present. Bat entire batting order. Announce the last batter. Last batter runs the bases and the ball is thrown home to the catcher to apply a tag.
· Batters get 3 swings at the ball on the tee. Halfway through the season coaches may pitch to the batters. Batters get 3-pitched balls from the coach. If they don’t get a hit, the batting tee is then used. Note: Coach pitch second half of season only.
· Batting helmets must be equipped with an approved facemask. Helmets must be worn whenever batting, warming up to bat or base running.
· Girls should only advance 1 base per hit. Girls should be taken off the bases when out. Batting team is responsible for calling outs. Exception: When the last batter hits the ball, all runners continue to run until the last batter scores.
· No base stealing is permitted.
· Managers and coaches are permitted on the field during the game, but should not interfere with plays.
· Most importantly, HAVE FUN! 
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8 AND UNDER PLAYING RULES
This division is moderately competitive. The emphasis is providing a fun environment in which to teach softball skills, team play and good sportsmanship. Players begin to pitch for themselves. Emphasis is on good fundamental throwing, fielding, and hitting skills and all players are encouraged to develop somewhat of a sound pitching motion. While additional attention is paid to enhancing their fundamental skills; advanced skills are generally not taught here. Scores are kept and standings are posted. Games are generally 3 to 4 innings in length. Positions are rotated and everyone bats, while run limits and other special rules are imposed, commensurate with the skill development.
 
8U - USA RULES APPLY WITH THE EXCEPTIONS NOTED BELOW:
· Pitcher can only pitch two consecutive innings
· League standings are kept
· Games will be 6 innings. No new innings start after 1 hour 20 minutes.  If a game is called before the inning is finished, the score reverts back to the last complete inning.
· Four (4) run limit per inning. Mercy rule: 10 runs after 4 innings.
· Ten (10) players on defense. Defensive players may be rotated freely. No more than 6 players in the infield, including the catcher. Outfielders must remain on the outfield grass until the ball is hit.
· Teams must bat all players present. Must have 7 players to start the game.
· Pitching distance: 30 Feet. Pitchers may pitch 2 consecutive innings.
· If a batter is walked, a coach will come out and pitch the remainder of the strikes. (Coach pitch 1st half of the season only). Example: If there are two strikes on the batter at the time of the walk, the coach will throw one pitch. If a batter is hit by a pitch, the batter is awarded 1st base.
· Batting helmets must be equipped with an approved facemask. Helmets must be worn whenever batting, warming up to bat or base running.
· There is no drop 3rd strike and no infield fly rule.
· Players are permitted to steal 1 base per pitch. (No stealing home). A play at a base or an overthrow to the pitcher does not release the runner.
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10 AND UNDER PLAYING RULES
Fundamentals are still the buzzword here, but some competitive spirit begins to show among the players in this division. More advanced rules are introduced and pitching development is a big priority. Some finer points of hitting are developed, and bunting is introduced as an important part of girl’s softball. Base running skills and team defensive play are introduced, while basic throwing, fielding, and hitting skills are reinforced. Scores and team standings are kept, and everyone bats in the order. Position rotation is used, and run limits and a few other limitations to the game are imposed. Games are generally 4 to 5 innings in length.
 
10U - USA RULES APPLY WITH THE EXCEPTIONS NOTED BELOW:
· League standings are kept. Ties will be decided by head to head competition. If still tied then it will come down to run differential.
· Games will be 7 innings. No new innings start after 1 hour 20 minutes. 
· Five (5) run limit per inning. Mercy rule: 10 runs after 4 innings
· International tiebreaker is in effect within regulation game time.
· Nine (9) players on defense. Defensive players may be rotated freely. No more than 6 players in the infield, including the catcher. Minimum of 8 to start the game.
· Bat all players present
· Pitching distance: 35 Feet
· Batting helmets must be equipped with an approved facemask. Helmets must be worn whenever batting, warming up to bat or base running
· Dropped 3rd strike and infield fly rules are in effect
· Unlimited stealing. Home plate is hot. 
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12U AND UNDER PLAYING RULES
This is a more competitively oriented division, composed of many players who have been playing for many years. However, there may still be new players. More emphasis is placed on improving softball skills and preparing players for advanced levels of competition. Pitchers have probably been at it for a few years and pitching strategy and throwing more than one pitch is emphasized. Advanced team play and offensive and defensive game strategies are taught and executed. Run limits and a few other limitations to the game are still imposed. Games are generally 5 to 6 innings in length.
 
12U - USA RULES APPLY WITH THE EXCEPTIONS NOTED BELOW:
· League standings are kept. Ties will be decided by head to head competition. If still tied then it will come down to runs allowed during head to head play and it is still tied to runs scored.
· Games will be 7 innings. No new innings start after 1 hour 20 minutes.
· Five (5) run limit per inning. Mercy rule: 10 runs after 4 innings
· International tiebreaker is in effect within regulation game time.
· Nine (9) players on defense. Defensive players may be rotated freely. No more than 6 players in the infield, including the catcher. Minimum of 8 players to start
· Bat all players present
· Pitching distance: 40 Feet
· Batting helmets must be equipped with an approved facemask. Helmets must be worn whenever batting, warming up to bat or base running
· Dropped 3rd strike and infield fly rules are in effect
· Unlimited stealing. Home plate is hot. 
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14 AND UNDER PLAYING RULES
This is a more competitively oriented division, composed of many players who have been playing for many years. More emphasis is placed on improving softball skills and preparing players for advanced levels of competition. Pitchers have probably been at it for a few years and pitching strategy and throwing more than one pitch is emphasized. Advanced team play and offensive and defensive game strategies are taught and executed. Run limits and a few other limitations to the game are still imposed. Games are generally 5 to 6 innings in length.
 
14U - USA RULES APPLY WITH THE EXCEPTIONS NOTED BELOW:
· League standings are kept. Ties will be decided by head to head competition. If still tied then it will come down to runs allowed during head to head play and it is still tied to runs scored.
· Games will be 7 innings. No new innings start after 1 hour 20 minutes. 
· International tiebreaker is in effect within regulation game time
· Mercy rule: 10 runs after 4 innings
· Five (5) run limit per inning
· Nine (9) players on defense. Defensive players may be rotated freely. No more than 6 players in the infield, including the catcher. Minimum of 8 to start.
· Bat all players present
· Pitching distance: 43 Feet
· No Pitching limits.
· Batting helmets must be equipped with an approved facemask. Helmets must be worn whenever batting, warming up to bat or base running
· Dropped 3rd strike and infield fly rules are in effect
· Unlimited stealing.
· Home plate is hot. 

